Kid’s TV Commercials Essay

Write an essay in which you examine Saturday morning television programming aimed at children.  Use your findings from your study and the study data in the article “Females and Minorities in TV Ads in 1987 Saturday Children’s Programs” to agree with or disagree with what John J. O’Connor says in his essay, “What Are TV Ads Selling to Children.” Examine whether and/or how society has changed in the years between now and 1987 to account for the differences or similarities.  Make sure you take a personal stance on what you think are the important factors with regards to your thesis.  

Focus on one element only in your essay, either:

1) stereotyped sexual and gender representation or

2) minority representation and racism in children’s TV ads

Remember that now is your opportunity to be heard and to argue your own personal opinion.  Show me that you are thinking about the provocative issues that are involved with this theme. 

Attention:   This assignment includes the use of study data, both from the report in the text, and from your own replicated study.  Your essays need to include statistics backing up your points.  We will talk about this in class as we get closer to the due date.  

The essay should be a minimum of 3 pages, typed, and double spaced, but more is better since this topic needs to be supported and developed.  You should use quotations and must use statistics from the two studies, but you need to explain how the quotes and statistics relate to your thesis.  Don’t just stick statistics or a quotation in your paper to do your talking for you.  All your paragraphs need to have your own topic sentences supporting your thesis and adequate support to develop the topic.

This paper will be graded on the following criteria:

•
Is the paper the right length? Typed in MLA format?

•
Do the ideas flow smoothly from one to the next, or does the paper read like a list? 

•
Does the paper give a thoughtful treatment of the issue?

•
Is the paper a well thought out argument organized around a thesis?

•
Does the paper have well developed paragraphs with topic sentences and adequate support in the form of detailed descriptions of commercials and analysis of the descriptions as they relate to your thesis, and statistics from your study and the readings?

•
Has the paper been carefully proofread, including careful attention to proofreading issues such as subject/verb agreement, and spellcheck?

•
Does the essay have an appropriate and well developed introduction and conclusion?

