Men’s and Women’s Talk Report

Write a “report” about the way that men and women communicate with each other. Although the five paragraph essay is not generally used in college, for this transition assignment to the formal essay I want you to write a “report” that consists of four paragraphs:

1. An introduction in which you introduce the general topic of the ways that men and women converse with each other and the problems that they sometimes encounter.  The introduction should be your own, in your own words, indicating your own observations on the theme.  Near the end of your introduction you should introduce the two essays and the two authors that you will be summarizing in the next two paragraphs using a pattern (or two) from page 36. Your introduction should be almost one full page.

2. A summary of “His Talk, Her Talk” by Joyce Maynard

3. A summary of “Man to Man, Woman to Woman” by Mark A. Sherman and Adelaide Haas 

4. A conclusion that recommends one or the other of the essays for married couples as required reading.  Your recommendation section should compare the strengths and weaknesses of the two essays to show why you recommend one over the other.  Your conclusion must be at least two thirds of a page long to develop this theme properly.

The report should be typed, and double spaced, using your MLA template from previous assignments.  Now is the time to use what we have learned about how to introduce authors and texts.  Make sure to use one of the formulas in the book (p. 36) each time you introduce an author and essay.  And don’t forget about the “later reference” rules. There will be a one third grade deduction for each faulty author and text introduction.

Grading Checklist

•
Does the report follow the directions of the assignment, typed in MLA format?  (deduction for MLA errors)

•
Do the two summary paragraphs include the thesis first and all the points that we came up with in peer group work?

•
Has the report been proofread to the best of your ability, and did you run spellcheck? 

•
Are the two essays and authors introduced correctly with a pattern from the textbook? (deduction for author introduction errors)

•
Does the report have a thoughtful and well developed introduction and conclusion?

