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English 1A – 12443

Syllabus  
Tues/Thurs 11:10 – 1:15      
Instructor: Georgie Ziff   
email: georgie.ziff@csueastbay.edu 
       
Course Description:   

This course focuses on composition that develops from examining and comparing writers’ ideas and techniques in non-fiction from various cultural perspectives. Through discussion, essay writing, and research, the course will develop the techniques used in effective argumentation. This course is required for AA degree and transfer to CSU or UC. 
Prerequisite: ENGL-142B or ESL-195, or passing Compass score.
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Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will communicate effectively in writing.
2. Students will be able to write a persuasive research paper that includes all the required elements.
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Required Texts and Materials:
Exploring Language, 14th edition by Gary Goshgarian
Click on the title for link to Amazon.com, and of course the text is                   available in the campus bookstore. You must have the 14th edition. 
· Blank lined composition book for your Writing Journal 
· A folder for your final Group Portfolio
Suggested Materials: 
· Dropbox.com is a free online storage site that also synchronizes your documents; useful for work in the computer lab
· a flash drive on which to save your work as a backup 
Internet Requirements: 
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You will be using Canvas for submitting assignments and essays, accessing websites for articles, interactive quizzes, writing exercises and other issues. 

The class syllabus, schedules, essay information and assignments will be posted on your class page on Canvas, the learning management system. Canvas will become available to you on the first official day of your course. If you’re new to Canvas, we encourage you to view Canvas’ Help Guides. Or, for 24/7 phone support, call 877-930-1126. Your instructor does not have administrative access to Canvas functions.
You will be printing out documents, so you must have reliable and consistent access to a computer and a printer in order to pass the course. We will also have sessions in the computer lab during which you will be able to work on your essays and assignments.

Contact Information: 
Instructor: Georgie Ziff   

Direct email: georgie.ziff@csueastbay.edu 
       
Since I teach at multiple schools, all emails should have this subject line: CCC ENG 1A Your Name & reason for emailing. Emails received between 9am and 5pm will be responded to within 48 hours; emails received after 5pm or on the weekend will be responded to on Monday, or the first working day of the week. 
English 1A is comprised of six components: 
1. Weekly Writing Assignments
2. Critical Thinking Reading Questions 
3. Three Multi-Draft Essays 
4. Two Presentations
5. Writing Journal
6. Final Timed Essay
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1. Weekly Writing Assignments:
The weekly homework assignments are linked articles on the Modules in Canvas. Click control/enter to open the link and access the article.

Your task is to read each the assigned articles about writing and write one page consisting of a two full paragraph response and summary for each article:

Paragraph one summarizes the article, identifying the main points and discussing what the article is about.
Paragraph two is your response, framed in terms of how the ideas relate to you and your writing experience. 
Assignments are due in Canvas by Thursday 5pm.
Late work receives diminishing credit:
· Full credit = 5 points if submitted by the due date 
· The following week = 3 points 
· Third week = 1 point 
· After three weeks, the assignment expires.
 

2. Critical Thinking Reading Questions - these are in response to the readings in the text book. Please number them correctly. Responses are due to Canvas by 5pm Thursday to earn full credit. 
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3. Multi-Draft Essays:
You will write three essays in the class that will include required multiple drafts and in-class peer reviews. Grading is based on overall writing quality and improvement. To better understand what a good essay is, read the Essay Grading Rubric.  
· Please take the opportunity to visit the Learning Resource Center where you may book appointments with tutors throughout the semester by visiting the front desk in Room 121.
MLA style formatting and citations are REQUIRED. 
Here is information about citing 
sources: How to Cite Sources in MLA and Sample Works Cited List. 
Essays submitted without correct citations, both in-text and a Works Cited List will automatically receive a failing grade. Here is a template for correct MLA formatting of papers. 
Here is a good Project Timeline Creation Template that you might find useful, and a video: How to Write a Good Essay
Click on each link to read the essay guidelines:
Essay One:  Language Perspectives – Chapter 6
Essay Two:  Language and Technology - Chapter 8
Essay Three: Language and Thought - Chapter 14
Essay Submission Policy: 

· Late essays are NOT accepted; they must be submitted to Canvas by the deadline. 

· ALL essays MUST be submitted to be eligible to continue in the course or get course credit. 
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MLA Formatting Guidelines:

· double spaced throughout with no extra spaces between paragraphs

· no cover page used
· an informative title that hints at your thesis in same size font and not bold 
· one-inch margins

· size 12 standard fonts – Arial is preferred

· your name in the upper left corner of your first page only
· page numbers in the upper right corner.
· Indented paragraphs with no extra space
 

4. Presentations: 
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1) Group Grammar/Writing Presentation

In small groups of 3 or 4 students, you will select and research a grammar/writing issue to present to the class as a learning tool. You can use my website and the Learning Center for resources in preparing your presentation. Each group will then prepare and teach a 20-minute mini-lesson on the issue: the theory will be explained with the help of visuals (a poster or a power point) and the class will be assigned to do an exercise/quiz or a game. Detailed instructions on group presentations are available through the link on your class webpage. Dates are randomly selected throughout the semester.
2) Group Rhetorical Analysis Presentation – Last week of class
In this course, you’ll write arguments.  One way to develop your skill at making arguments is to develop the skill of analyzing the arguments of others.  In this assignment, you will analyze an article’s argument, trying to understand the elements of its rhetoric.  Details are provided on the Rhetorical Analysis Group Presentation webpage. 
In small groups of no more than 4 or 5 students, you will select an article about language from the textbook that we have NOT discussed in the class, OR any article or essay about language that you find. (If not in the text, prior approval from me is required), and create a class presentation analyzing the essay from a rhetorical standpoint. 
In addition, each group will submit a collaborative Group Portfolio
Presentations will be during the last week of school; practice them in advance so they are, on average, about 15 minutes. 
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Writing Journal:

You will get a blank composition book in which to keep your class journal entries. Your entries will be both free writing and in response to specific questions and in-class writing exercises that you do. During the quarter, you will be responsible for keeping track of all your work, including homework, journals, and in-class work.
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Final Timed In-Class Essay: you will have two hours in the computer lab in which you will respond to an argument prompt. 
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Participation and Classroom Etiquette:

In this class, there will be a lot of discussion. We will all be attempting to answer questions, voice opinions, agree and/or disagree with each other, and present findings. None of this is possible unless we create a comfortable environment. To do this, a few rules apply:
1. Keep cell phones/beepers on vibrate or silent. 
2. Do not text during class – you need to pay attention to the work.

3. Be on time!

4. Show respect for your classmates and their ideas. During discussions, many different opinions will be expressed. All are welcomed and none are to be ridiculed.

5. Use appropriate language during discussion.

6. Refrain from expressing disgruntlement during class either with the work or with your classmates. See me outside of class about any concerns.

Grading in this course:

· Three Essays are worth 60% of your grade.
· Final Timed In-Class Essay 5%
· Homework assignments 10%.

· Group Presentations 10% 

· Group Portfolio 5%
· Writing Journal 5%
· Participation is 5%

Grading Scale 
 90 – 100 = A     80 - 89 = B     70 – 79 = C    60 – 69 = D       0 - 59 = F
*Note: grade categories are indicated above: grades are not rounded up. For example, an 89.9 is not an A.

Policy on Deadlines:

All work is due to Canvas by 5pm Thursdays.
Late essays are NOT accepted. No exceptions.
Work is not accepted after the class is over, and final grades are NOT negotiable. 

Attendance and Participation

Attendance is your job as a student; it is not my business about whether you attend class or not, as such, do not feel it is necessary to inform me about absences or tardy issues. You are expected to attend class – period. Consistent attendance is very important, as the work we do in class is directly related to your success in English 001A. CCC policy states that students who accrue 6 hours of absences (3 class sessions) may be dropped from their classes. 
Computer Lab attendance is required and you must have your draft available either through Dropbox.com, in your email, or on a flash drive. We will be meeting at the regular class time the Computer Lab room as indicated on the Schedule. You are responsible for keeping up with the due dates and schedule.

Disability Accommodations

Please take the opportunity to contact the Student Disability Services Office on campus. If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, or if you would need assistance in the event of an emergency, please discuss this with me in class.
Students have the right to request reasonable modifications to college requirements, services, facilities or programs if their documented disability imposes an educational limitation or impedes access to such requirements, services, facilities or programs. A student with a disability who requests a modification, accommodation, or adjustment is responsible for identifying himself/herself to the instructor and, if desired, to the SDS office. Students who consult or request assistance from SDS regarding specific modifications, accommodations, adjustments or use of auxiliary aids will be required to meet timelines and procedural requirements established by the SDS office.
Academic honesty and plagiarism policy:
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Any content in any sentence in essays that you did not discover through first-hand experience, or that is common knowledge, you will need to provide:

· correct in-text citations in parentheses

· on the works cited page
        You are responsible for learning what constitutes plagiarizing, both intentional and accidental. Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in severe disciplinary action. Students are required to complete the assignment on plagiarism.

Plagiarism, as defined in the Contra Costa College Catalog, consists of taking the words or specific substance of another, and either copying or paraphrasing the work without giving credit to the source. The following examples are some of the many forms plagiarism may take.

1. Submitting a term paper, examination or other work written by someone else. This is a flagrant instance of plagiarism.

2. Failure to give credit in a [citation] for ideas, statement of fact, or conclusions derived by another.

3. Failure to use quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether it be a paragraph, a sentence, or even part thereof.

4. Close and extended paraphrasing of another.

Cheating is defined as possessing unauthorized sources of information during an exam; copying the work of another student during an exam; completing an assignment for another student; submitting out-of-class work for an in-class assignment; retaining exams or other materials after they were supposed to be returned to the instructor; submitting the same paper for two different classes without approval of both instructors; and inventing data or falsifying an account of data collection.
Plagiarism is a serious academic offense with serious consequences.

How do you avoid plagiarism?

You must work independently on writing assignments. Unless specifically asked to work in a group with your peers, you are expected to be the sole author of everything you submit for credit.

Good writing often borrows from and builds on other good writing, but borrowing someone else’s work without showing you have done so is tantamount to stealing. Give credit to any source from which you borrow language OR ideas.

It is your responsibility to understand what plagiarism is so as never to be guilty of it, even by accident. When in doubt, ask your instructor. Play it safe.

What are the consequences of plagiarism?

At the least, you will receive a “0” for any assignment that contains plagiarism. If an act of plagiarism occurs, the student will be required to leave the class and meet with the Dean of Students, Vicky Ferguson and will not be allowed to return until approved by the dean. According to our catalog, “suspension, expulsion or dismissal from a course or from the College” are other possible consequences (19).

Grievance Policy

English Department Grievance Policy: All student grievances concerning grading or other areas are to be brought to the attention of the course instructor before any other action can be. If you cannot find a resolution to your grievance, then you and your instructor will meet with Chair of the English Department. 
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 Final notes:
This syllabus is subject to change as needed. I may also assign individualized homework to help you improve particular skills.
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