Proofreading Quiz Answers

Part I – 

1. Joanne bought an expensive car. Although she had recently quit her job.                          
FRAGMENT: Insert comma – Joanne bought an expensive car, although she had recently quit her job. 

By using the subordinate "although", the sentence becomes a fragment, not a complete sentence. The other option is to

remove "although" and just say: "She had recently quit her job", but using although is better to connect the two ideas.

2. When her husband found out about it, he was furious.
CORRECT

3. She reminded him of the extravagant stereo he had bought recently, it was much more powerful than they needed or could use.
RUN ON sentence – needs repair between "recently" and "it". A comma by itself is incorrect. 

4. He replied that they could both enjoy the stereo. While only she could enjoy her car.
FRAGMENT – use comma before "while": "the stereo, while…"

5. He didn't know that she hated the stereo. A fact he was soon to find out.
FRAGMENT – use semi-colon: "…the stereo; a fact he…"

6. When the dust finally settled, he had returned the stereo, Joanne still had the car. RUN ON 

Insert either a missing word  - "stereo, while Joanne…
or comma with conjunction – "stereo, but Joanne…"

7. Their marriage was saved, even though they still had a car they couldn't afford.
CORRECT

8. There are only a few problems I can't handle, thus I don't worry much.

COMMA SPLICE  -
USE SEMI-COLON "I can't handle; thus…"

9. Money comes into my life in small quantities, however it leaves in large ones.
COMMA SPLICE – use semi-colon ; however
10. There seems to be nothing I can do about this, it just seems to be a characteristic of mine.

RUN ON SENTENCE

I l. I took a course entitled "Love Your Money." Thinking that if I loved it more, I'd hang on to it longer.
FRAGMENT – the second sentence is incomplete, so they must be combined. Use a comma before “thinking”.
12. That helped for a little while, then I just returned to my old habits.
 MISSING CONJUNCTION BETWEEN TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES  "while, and then…"
13. I'd like to get this problem under control. Because it is getting me into serious financial difficulties.
FRAGMENT – the second phrase is not a complete sentence. Combine the two by removing the period.

14. I might be in trouble right now, I just got a bank statement today and it looks pretty bad. 
COMMA SPLICE – use semi-colon "right now; I just…"

My savings having fallen to an all-time low.
FRAGMENT – not a complete sentence.

15. The situation looks pretty serious, therefore I think I'd better do something about it.
COMMA SPLICE - use semi-colon "…serious; therefore…"

Part II – subject/verb agreement – the subject is underlined, the verb is italicized
1. There are only a few places
2. A study … shows
3. There are a great many wealthy people
4. But the wealthiest ones in the study have not always…
5. Correct
6. The good athlete keeps
7. The basis…is our ways
8. There are, in fact, three things anyone can do
9. My aunt likes to make
10. Sheila and Mary hate to be late

11. A person I knew has won

  12. Correct (except for requirements) 
Part III – Various corrections
1. It’s = it is    you’re= you are 
Apostrophe use

2.  Its = correct = possession      too not to
3. There   their 
4. Whose (who’s = who is)

5. Its (it’s = it is)   their not there    too not to

6. You’re = you are

Else’s – needs apostrophe

Whose – who’s = who is

7. Sisters’ – needs an apostrophe after the s
8. Baby’s diaper – one baby – ies would be plural

9. North America – capitalized
English

Central America’s – apostrophe to show possession

Spanish

10.History 301- capitalize title of a specific class, but not subject:  history

11.United States is capitalized, but not the president

 unless is used as a title – President Obama.

12.used – not use – we don’t hear the “d” but it’s there!

  Valley View High School – capitalize names of places

13.supposed – not suppose to – again, there is a “d”

14. dropped – past tense verb form –ed

      hated 
      assigned 

15.realized – past tense form – ed

16. Of all those in my group, only John Williams and I graduated. (The trick between “me” and “I” is to remove the other name from the sentence and see if it is still correct: “…only I graduated”, not “only me graduated”.
