English 201 Essay Assignment 

Should We Allow the Military to Recruit in High Schools?

Step A. Pre-reading Questions 

The purpose of this section is to focus your attention on, warm up your critical thinking skills for, and discover your opinions about what you will read. 


In your small group, assign one person to be responsible for each question. This person will ask the group the question and make sure everyone has a chance to speak. 


Then, write down your answers in note form. They may be both similar to and different from your partners’ answers.
1. Has the military tried to recruit you or anyone you know? Describe the experience.

2. Do you have family or friends in the military? How did they get in? Why did they join?

3. What are the advantages to joining the military?

4. What are the disadvantages?

Step B. Think Aloud

1.
Read a paragraph slowly out loud to your partner. 

2.
STOP when you have trouble with a word or phrase, or something catches your attention, angers you or makes you smile. 

3.
Mark what you noticed with your pen by circling, underlining, etc.

4.
Tell your partner what you are thinking or ask your partner to help you figure things out. When you finish the paragraph, tell your partner what you think it was about overall (summarize it).

5.
Switch readers for the next paragraph, do the same thing, and continue reading the section like this.

Step C. Guided Annotation

1.
Read the articles.

2. 
Underline any important ideas and annotate in the margins, especially when you 


find reasons for or against military recruitment.

3.
When you find a reason or details that SUPPORT military recruitment in schools, put a + (plus).

4.
When you find a reason or details that ARE AGAINST military recruitment in schools, put a – (minus).

Military Recruitment in High Schools

What is the decision you have to make? 

What are the factors you have to consider to make a decision?

FACTOR 1: ______________________________________________________________________________

Argument in favor of recruitment in schools:




Details

Argument against:

Details

FACTOR 2: ______________________________________________________________________________

Argument in favor of recruitment in schools:





Details

Argument against:

Details

FACTOR 3: ______________________________________________________________________________

Argument in favor of recruitment in schools:




Details

Argument against:

Details

FACTOR 4: ______________________________________________________________________________Argument in favor of recruitment in schools:




Details

Argument against:

Details

Military Recruitment in Schools Step E: Writing Paragraphs on Two Sides of the Issue

Choose one of your FACTORS: 

Write a statement using “ALTHOUGH” to introduce BOTH SIDES of the issue:

Write the ARGUMENT you DISAGREE with: _________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Give EVIDENCE for this argument:

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Sum up this argument: _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Write a statement using “HOWEVER” to show that the other side of the argument is coming:

Write the ARGUMENT you AGREE with: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Give EVIDENCE for this argument:

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Sum up this argument: _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Write a statement using “ALTHOUGH” to summarize BOTH SIDES of the issue:

Step F. Outlining Military Recruitment

Write a thesis statement in which you state whether the military should be allowed to recruit in schools: ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

I. Write the first FACTOR you will consider:_____________________________________________


A. Write the opposing reason:____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

B. Write your reason:___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

II. Write the first FACTOR you will consider:_____________________________________________


A. Write the opposing reason:____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

B. Write your reason:___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

III. Write the third FACTOR you will consider:___________________________________________


A. Write the opposing reason:____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

B. Write your reason:___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

IV. Write the fourth FACTOR you will consider:__________________________________________



A. Write the opposing reason:______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

B. Write your reason:___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Evidence



2. Evidence

Step G. Writing the Introduction

For your introduction, like in the last essay, you need to introduce the issue as if you were speaking to someone who knew nothing about it.

1. Brainstorm the Issue

First brainstorm what kind of information you would need to give so that a reader could understand the debate.

2. Turn this information into a summary.

3. State your thesis

· State whether (yes or no) you think we should allow the military to recruit in schools.

· Say in general why.

Make sure the thesis follows logically from the summary that comes before it. For example, use transition words

Step H. Writing the Drafts 

The Assignment: In an essay of at least three pages (four body paragraphs), argue in favor or against allowing the military to recruit in high schools.

Requirements of the Essay

1) An introduction in which you

· summarize the issue

· state your thesis 

2) A thesis that in one sentence states 

· whether we should allow the military to recruit in high schools

· and in general, why

3) Four body paragraphs each of which examines one – and only one – factor in the decision. (Use your paragraph mapping worksheet). Each body paragraph should include the following:

· A topic sentence which introduces the opposing argument and your own (unless – and be careful – there is no opposing argument) 

· The arguments against you and your arguments, both supported by specific examples or evidence from the case study

· Explanation/analysis that tells how and why your evidence proves the point you make in your topic sentence

· Quotes, correctly cited as evidence, as discussed in class

4) A conclusion that provides a sense of closure by

· Summarizing your arguments (or rephrasing your thesis)

· Telling how this decision will affect teenagers, the military, society etc.

· Reminding us why this debate is important

5) Articles cited correctly in MLA formatting both in-text and on the Works Cited List

6) Proofreading, especially for the particular grammar rules you have been working on 

PEER REVIEW OF ROUGH DRAFTS OF MILITARY RECRUITMENT ESSAY

1. Does the essay have an introduction that summarizes the case study before giving the writer’s opinion?

2. Does the essay have a thesis statement at the end of the introduction paragraph that states whether we should allow the military to recruit in high schools?

3. Are there four body paragraphs, each of which examines one – and only one – factor in the decision?

4. Does each paragraph start with a topic sentence which introduces the opposing argument and your own (unless – and be careful – there is no opposing argument)? 

5. Does each paragraph state the opposing arguments and the writer’s arguments, both supported by specific examples or evidence from the case study

6. Do the paragraphs have words and phrases like "However" and "On the other hand" in the middle of the body paragraphs when there is a switch from one side of the argument to the other?

7. At the end of each paragraph is there explanation/analysis (summing up) that tells how the evidence proves the point you make in your topic sentence?

8. Is there anything that is off topic?

9. Is there a conclusion that rephrases the thesis, tells how this decision will affect the people involved, and reminds us why this debate is important?

10.  Are the sources that provide evidence cited in the body of the paper correctly, and are they on the Works Cited List in alphabetical order?

