Perspectives on Language Essay Peer Review Guide 

Writer:__________________                             Reviewer:________________

1. Does the essay follow the instructions for the assignment by summarizing at least two of the essays and comparing them to the writer’s experience?
2. Does the introduction engage the reader and make you want to read on?
        If not, make suggestions for improvement.  
3. Is there enough background information in the introduction to contextualize the thesis so the reader is ready to understand the thesis?
4. Is the writer’s thesis clearly stated? In other words, do you know the focus of the writer’s ideas? 
5. Do all the paragraph topic sentences relate to the thesis statement?  Mark any that don’t and write the reason that they don’t.
6. Are the sentences in the paragraphs related to that paragraph’s topic sentence? Are supporting examples included in the paragraphs related to the topic sentence? 
7. Is there enough explanation in each paragraph for you to understand the point that the writer is making? If not, indicate where more explanation is needed.
8. Are there enough transitions within the paragraphs and between the paragraphs?     If not, indicate where more are needed. Can the reader easily follow the flow of ideas?
9. Compare the introduction/thesis and the concluding paragraph.  Can you see a logical connection between the two?  Is the conclusion effective?   If not, make suggestions for improvement.

10. Note any sentences that are unclear and need to be revised for clarity. Are there any grammatical sentence level errors? Are the subjects and verbs in agreement? Are there any run-sentences or sentence fragments? Pronoun agreement? UNDERLINE any problems in the essay to let the writer know where to fix the problem.
11. Are the sources cited correctly in the body of the paper as well as on a Works Cited List? Are there obvious places where a citation is needed or a source missing?

12. Do you have any overall suggestions for improvement?



